
 

 

“More than being a special scientific 

center, the URD  is an ‘open heart’ and 

a hand outstretched towards all 

followers of the Divine and non-Divine 

Religions; and is an open path for all 

to come, talk and listen and for all to 

take advantage of this vast banquet in 

order to solve the problems of 

humanity” 

President and founder of URD, Seyed 

Abolhasan Navab 

Who We Are 

About Us 

The University of Religions & 

Denominations, the first of its kind in 

Iran, is an offshoot of the Islamic 

Seminary established to train experts 

and conduct research in these very 

fields. While striving to introduce Islam 

in the light of the teachings of the Holy 

Prophet’s Household (Ahl-ul-Bayt (a.s.)), 

it recognizes other world religions and 

their denominations and encourages 

dialogue with their followers based on 

common beliefs. It also aims to 

strengthen the solidarity of all mankind, 

promote peace and understanding, 

alleviate human suffering and spread 

spirituality and morality. 
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Shi‘a Studies Course 

Shi‘a Studies: Course 
Description 
Shi’a Islam, with its rich and extensive 

history, has played a crucial role in the 

evolution of Islam as both a major faith 

and a civilization. Shi’a Muslims account 

for approximately 15 percent of the total 

Muslim population in the world; Shi’ism 

has the greatest influence in the 

contemporary Iran where the Shia Islam 

is the official state religion, to which 

more than 90 percent of the population 

adheres. 

Organized by the University of Religions 

and Denominations, the Shi’a Intensive 

Course endeavors to enhance scholarly 

attention to Shi’a Islam and offer an 

original and insightful understanding of 

its history, doctrines, and practices. 

Combining the classical Shi’ite thought 

and the current political, social and 

religious concerns of Shi’ite society in  

Iran, this program aims to offer 

scholarly perspectives on challenging 

issues that affect contemporary Iran. 

The Shiʿa Intensive Course gives you the 

chance to develop your knowledge, 

expand your international experience, 

and study unique and interesting 

subjects focusing on Shi’ism, Islam, and 

Iran. The course provides 26 hours of 

specialized lectures by experts of the 

field (along with Q & A sessions and free 

discussion) per week. 

Mysticism and Sufism 
in Islam and Iran: 
Course Description 
Mysticism refers to a spiritual 

cognizance and as one of the Islamic 

sciences, includes a particular type of 

knowledge of existence; an intuitional 

and direct knowledge to the Creator and 

Creation. With its various branches like 

theoretical, practical, literary, this 

science strives to provide a deep 

understanding of Islamic doctrine and to 

model levels for attaining reality. 

Some important figures of this science 

are: Junayd, Shibli, Ibn Arabi, Zul-Nun 

Misri, Qunawi, Ruzbihan Baqli, Haydar 

Amoli, etc. 

One of the characteristics of this science 

is its social and cultural emergence 

which has manifested itself in the form 

of Sufism and has been one of the most 

influential factors in the formation of 

Islamic Iranian culture and civilization. 

Sufi orders are numerous, as are their 

rites and customs; however, the goal 

common to all of them is the 

establishment of a dynamic and direct 

connection with existence and at the 

peak of all realities, with God.  

Throughout history, Iran has always 

been a center of spirituality and 

mysticism. After the advent of Islam in 

Iran, this land became the cradle of 

growth of Islamic Mysticism and Sufism. 

Many of the Sufi leaders like Hallaj, 

Bayazid, Kharqani, Ghazali, Attar, Shams 

Tabrizi and Rumi have been associated 

with this culture. It has been more than 

a thousand years that this connected 

chain of mystics and Sufis continues in 

this land and this heritage has 

transferred from generation to 

generation. One of the other important 

phenomenon in Iranian Mysticism is the 

connection between Shi‘aism and Sufism 

which has a long history.  



Today Mysticism and Sufism manifests 

in different forms in Iran and includes a 

whole range of forms. 

The goal of organizing the international 

course on “Mysticism and Sufism in 

Islam and Iran” is to provide a general 

introduction of Islamic Mysticism and 

Sufism and its different perspectives in 

Iran and will be presented in the 

following themes: 

 Mysticism and Religion 

 Mysticism, Sufism and Shi‘aism 

 Pragmatism in Mysticism 

 Study of the personalities in 

Mysticism and Sufism 

 The relation between Mysticism and 

Sufism and other sciences (Mystical 

Ethics etc.) 

 Ways and manners of way-faring in 

practical Mysticism 

 New Spiritualities 

 Mysticism and Spirituality   

 

Cultural Tour, 2019, Matinabad Desert 

 

Tomb of Avicenna, Hamedan 

Cultural Tour 
Follow in pilgrims’ footsteps and explore 

the history of old Persia and the spirit of 

the new Iran. Discover magnificent 

monuments, artworks, and sights and 

deeper insight into this ancient land. 

Wander the streets of ancient capitals, 

spend a memorable night in the 

wonderful desert and witness 

spectacular Mosques, Temples, 

Synagogues, and Churches in Iran. 

 

Falak-ol-Aflak, Khorramabad 

Hamedan 

Hamedan is believed to be among the 

oldest Iranian cities and has always been 

well known for handicrafts like leather, 

ceramics, and carpets. Iran’s Cultural 

Heritage Organization lists 207 sites of 

historical and cultural significance in 

Hamadan. 

 

Taq Bistun, Kermanshah 

Khorramabad 

Khorramabad is situated on the Zagros 

Mountains. It is quite scenic and 

possesses several attractions, such as 

five Paleolithic cave-dwelling sites. In 

the city center, a tall citadel called Falak-

ol-Aflak (The Heaven of Heavens), a relic 

of the Sassanid era, is now a nationally 

popular museum.  

Economically, it is the regional base of 

the agricultural industry. 



Kermanshah 

Because of its antiquity, attractive 

landscapes, rich culture and Neolithic 

villages, Kermanshah is considered one 

of the cradles of prehistoric cultures. 

The province is also home to some 3000 

historical attractions including Bistun, a 

UNESCO World Heritage Site which 

contains an inscription from Darius 

dating back to the Achaemenid Dynasty. 

“This country will always stay in my 

memory not only because of its 

beautiful mountains, unique and 

breathtaking canvas and 

extraordinary buildings or ability or 

art but mostly because of its people, 

their kindness and their hospitality” 

 

Accreditation 
This program is accredited by the 

University of Religions and 

Denominations. Participants will attend 

pre-planned workshops and lectures 

presented in English, and a special 

certificate will be awarded to each 

participant upon successful completion 

and meeting program requirements. 

How to Apply 
The application process for the course is 

as follows: 

1. Complete and submit online 

application form (accessible here) 

Please make sure the correct documents 

which are requested are attached in the 

form. 

*For Professors, Assistant Professors, 

Associate Professors and Lecturers* 

Please make sure your personnel picture 

follows the requirements mentioned 

here and your passport copy the 

requirements mentioned here. 

*For students or those who have 

graduated and are not part of the 

abovementioned group* Please make 

sure your personnel picture is no more 

than 50 kb and your passport copy and 

other supporting documents are not 

more than 100 kb. 

 

4. An email will be sent to confirm the 

receipt of your application and you 

will be prompted to provide any 

remained information/document. 

5. If your application meets our 

requirements, you will be issued 

with a conditional offer of a place 

upon the course. 

6. In order to accept this offer, you will 

be required to provide a copy of 

your ticket which will count as your 

final acceptance in participation and 

we will then start the visa 

application process. 

If you wish to be allocated a place during 

our first allocation round, please ensure 

that your ticket is received no later than 

early registration deadline. 

7. As soon as we receive the ticket, you 

will be issued with an unconditional 

offer to participate in the Shi’a 

Intensive Course. 

8. Full payment will be received at 

your arrival in Iran in cash since 

transferring money to Iran is not 

possible. 

 

http://shiacourse.urd.ac.ir/apply/application-form/
http://shiacourse.urd.ac.ir/wp-content/uploads/2019/05/photo-requirements.pdf
http://shiacourse.urd.ac.ir/wp-content/uploads/2019/05/photo-requirements.pdf


Visa Process 
The University of Religions and 

Denominations helps in the visa 

application process for all confirmed 

applicants. As in every other country, 

visa process is subject to background 

checks by related authorities. 

However, please note that we cannot 

guarantee the exact length of the 

process, since this is totally outside of 

the University’s control or jurisdiction. 

Once the visa approvals arrived, 

candidates will be notified in due time to 

refer to Iranian diplomatic or consular 

representations in their countries in 

order to receive their visas. 

Steps in Detail 

1. There will be a formal application 

extracted from your application 

form to be sent to the Iranian 

Ministry of Foreign Affairs which 

authorizes the consulate for visa 

issue. 

2. The Ministry will issue a Visa Grant 

Notice which we will email to you 

and with which you will be able 

collect your visa. This is only valid to 

the mentioned consulate and only 

for 3 months from the date of issue.  

 

 

 

 

However, you may request us to forward 

it to another consulate in case of 

emergency. 

3. Please note that according to new 

policy, the visa and entry and exit 

stamps are not stamped on your 

passport 

 

 

Meeting 

with a scholar 

“It’s been a wonderful institute; we’ve 

been provided an opportunity to meet 

and discuss with some of the most 

knowledgeable scholars in their 

individual fields, had fantastic 

conversations…” 

 

Course Dates 
 

 Course Title Dates 

1 Shi‘a Studies 13-17 Feb. 
2020 

2 Cultural Tour 
(optional) 

18-21 Feb. 
2020 

3 Mysticism and 
Sufism in Islam and 

Iran 

22-26 Feb. 
2020 

 

 

Cultural Tour, 2019 

 

 

 



 

Our Team 
Program Supervisor: Mahdi Salehi 

Director of International Relations and 

Cooperation, University of Religions and 

Denominations. 

Program Director: Dr. Zahra Sharif 

Director of International Short Courses, 

University of Religions and 

Denominations 

 

Contact us 
If you have any questions or 

queries please feel free to contact 

us: 

     +98 919 152 1709 

 

 

Cultural Workshop Tour of Today Iran, 

organized by URD 

Visit of the World Chaldean Assyrian Church 

leader to URD 

 
Paderborn University-URD Joint Comparative 

Christian and Shi'ite Theology Course, 

Paderborn, Germany  

 

iisccenter14@gmail.com 

 urd.ac.ir/en 

 shiacourse.urd.ac.ir 


